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Support our Little Sisters

ews that Empowering Our Lit-
Ntle Sisters (EOLS) has finally

launched its campaign in Man-
itoba to pair young aboriginal girls
with older aboriginal female role mod-
els is welcome news for everyone.

In fact, with increasing numbers of
our young women falling victim to neg-
ative fashion, lifestyle, peer and sexu-
al stereotypes which perpetuate self-
destructive and self-degrading beliefs
that their personal worth has little to do
with their individual spirit and person-
al integrity, it’s time to help these girls
discover the reverence and spiritual
pride of simply being born a woman.

With the disintegration of traditional
values and family structures (mot only
confined to the aboriginal community)
our girls are often assaulted from a very
early age by relentless and exploitive
pressures intended to betray their inno-
cence in exchange for peer acceptance.

And because too many of our most
vulnerable girls have no positive male
role models and are being raised by
mothers beset by a host of socio-eco-
nomic pressures or demons of their

IT WILL TAKE ALL OF US, THE EN-
TIRE COMMUNITY—ABORIGINAL
AND NON-ABORIGINAL—TO
OFFER WHATEVER SUPPORT

THE ORGANIZATION REQUIRES
TO ACHIEVE ITS GOALS.

own, the need for mentors with the ca-
pacity to guide our girls along the path
of womanhood is vitally important.
These young women will become
mothers themselves and with the as-
sistance of the Empowering Our Little
Sisters program have a fighting chance
at breaking the cycle of hopelessness
and spiritual drifting experienced by
many young aboriginal women today.
And with time and the unequivocal
support of everyone in the communi-
ty and Manitobans at large, the signs of

change will inevitably and clearly dis-
play themselves in the ambitions and
successes of a new generation of young
aboriginal women who have been taught
to respect themselves, to have pride in
themselves and to settle for nothing but
respectful behaviour towards themselves
from others, particularly their peers.

The women involved in the program
have shown both the courage and per-
sonal commitment to attempt to reach
out to our girls and nurture all that is
best in them.

But it will take all of us, the entire
community—aboriginal and non-ab-
original—to offer whatever support
the organization requires to achieve
its goals.

As a non-political and non-affiliat-
ed organization it is grassroots activ-
ism at its best. And as an initiative of
strong aboriginal women bound by the
simple philosophy of assisting the next
generation of women nurture, protect
and respect themselves, and their fu-
ture children, it is an initiative that
will truly build stronger and healthier
communities.
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